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18 April 2018 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As you will be aware, we received our first Ofsted inspection as a new academy in February 2018. 
It is our pleasure to enclose for you a copy of the inspection report which will be published on the 
Ofsted website by Monday 23 April. 
 
As you will see from the front page of the report, Bruntcliffe Academy has been judged to be a 
‘Good’ school for the first time in its history. This is a significant achievement as no more than five 
years ago the predecessor school, Bruntcliffe School, was given the lowest possible grading of 
‘Inadequate’ by Ofsted.  
 
In addition to this, we are delighted that Ofsted have recognised that much of our work is 
‘Outstanding’. This includes judgements made about Leadership, Teaching and Personal 
development and welfare.  
 
The inspection team were overwhelmed with the rate of change that had taken place within the 
last two and half years and they left the school feeling confident that not only was Bruntcliffe 
Academy a ‘Good’ school bit it was in fact a very good school with an outstanding group of 
students and teachers.  
 
Below, we have highlighted some of the key highlights from the report.  
 
Effectiveness of Leadership and Management – Outstanding 
Ofsted were very impressed with the quality and integrity of all leaders across the academy and 
their work over the past two and a half years to bring about rapid and significant changes at the 
academy. They were highly impressed with the way in which leaders monitor the quality of 
teaching and the progress of students so that outcomes for students continue to improve.  
 
In the report, inspectors commented: 
 
“The principal provides very strong and purposeful leadership. A highly effective senior leadership 
team supports him well. Together, they have led by example and secured substantial 
improvements in the school’s overall effectiveness since it opened in September 2015. Teaching 
has improved significantly and is now outstanding. As a result, the outcomes achieved by pupils 
are good and improving rapidly.” 
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“Leaders have the highest expectations. They have established an ethos where only the best is 
good enough. Leaders have secured high-quality staff and improved the skills of current teachers 
through well-targeted training and support.” 
 
Quality of Teaching, Learning and Assessment – Outstanding 
Over the course of the two day inspection, inspectors visited a significant number of lessons and 
carried out detailed scrutiny of students work in exercise books. They found the current standard 
of teaching to be ‘Outstanding’ and that as a result, all students are now making more rapid rates 
of progress. Students are consistently challenged to improve the quality and content of their work 
so that over time they will achieve at a higher level.  
 
In the report, inspectors commented: 
 
“The quality of teaching has improved over time and is now outstanding. Teachers share leaders’ 
high expectations and they continually look for opportunities to improve their own practice. 
Teachers know their pupils very well and relationships are extremely positive. Pupils want to do 
well for their teachers and say they appreciate their teachers’ efforts to make their lessons 
engaging and challenging.” 
 
“Opportunities for pupils to write independently, and at length, are common in every lesson. 
Teachers’ meticulous assessment of pupils’ extended writing ensures that subsequent lessons 
are skilfully adapted to deepen pupils’ understanding or revisit content when necessary.” 
 
Personal development, behaviour and welfare – Good 
Ofsted said that the behaviour of our students is ‘Good’ and in many cases is stronger than this. 
They were particularly impressed with the positive relationships our students foster with their 
peers and with adults in the school. They found through discussions with students that bullying is 
rare and that teachers deal with instance of bullying swiftly. The attendance of students has 
improved since becoming an academy and is now at least ‘Good’. Students benefit from being in 
a school where they are very well looked after and cared for. They receive very strong careers 
advice and are therefore well prepared for further study, training or employment. 
 
In the report, inspectors commented: 
 
“Bullying is rare. Pupils say that, if it does occur, teachers deal with it very quickly. Bullying is 
simply not tolerated.” 
 
“A highly successful careers education programme ensures that nearly all pupils go on to 
education, employment or training when they leave school.” 
 
“Pupils are very confident and self-assured learners. They are able to talk about their learning 
and experiences in detail.” 
 
“During the inspection, pupils were polite, courteous and welcoming of visitors. They behaved in 
a mature manner and showed respect for each other.” 
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Outcomes for pupils – Good 
Over the past two and half years, Bruntcliffe Academy has improved the performance of students 
from the bottom 4% of schools in the country to the top 40% of schools. Students are now making 
much stronger progress in English and mathematics and this is expected to improve with even 
greater speed over the course of the next few years. Students with disabilities or special 
educational needs achieve well. Students in Year 7 and 8 are making exceptional progress within 
the early stages of their education at Bruntcliffe Academy. 
 
In the report, inspectors commented: 
 
“Pupils in key stage 3 have benefited from higher-quality teaching. This, in addition to the more 
challenging curriculum, ensures that the progress of pupils in Years 7 and 8, from their different 
starting points, is good and improving strongly.” 
 
“Outstanding teaching has ensured that, more recently, progress has accelerated for pupils and 
more are making strong gains in their learning.” 
 
“Work in pupils’ books confirmed that most are now producing work that is of a high standard 
across the curriculum, especially in mathematics.” 
 
“The progress of pupils who have SEN and/or disabilities is improving. Most now make progress 
that is similar to that of other pupils in a wide range of subjects. This is because teachers are 
aware of their additional needs and plan appropriate activities to support and challenge them.” 
 
We recognise that this report is very significant for our community; prior to the Trust’s involvement 
Bruntcliffe School was not the provider of choice and there is little doubt the school was heading 
for closure. The community trusted The GORSE Academies Trust to change the fate of the school 
and the Ofsted report cements in stone that Bruntcliffe Academy is now thriving. 
 
Finally, we would like to thank all parents and carers for their continued support. Without your 
overwhelming support over the last two and half years, and throughout the Ofsted inspection as 
shown through Parent View, this remarkable achievement would not have been possible.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 

                              
 
Sir John Townsley    Adam Ryder 
Chief Executive Officer   Principal 
 
  
 


